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		Abstract

		Fiduciary law aspires to nullify power imbalances by obligating strong parties to give themselves over to servient parties. For example, due to profound imbalances of legal know-how, lawyers must as fiduciaries pursue their clientsâ€™ interests, not their own, lest clients get lost in the competitive shuffle. As a peculiar hybrid of status and contract relations, politics and law, compassion and capitalism, fiduciary law is very much in vogue in academic circles. As vogue as it is, there remains room for my â€œFiduciary-isms...â€�, a meditation on the expansion of fiduciary law from its origins in the law of trusts through partnerships, corporations, and agency, to a current usage at times so cut off from its doctrinal origins as to be idiomatic, no longer technical. Surprisingly, this expansion in fiduciary law â€“ which is unhappily no longer dependent on property â€“ owes to academic influences that in the past half-century have operated on courts, despite the widespread perception that academics have sway only with their own. That fiduciary law has been expanded though not improved by academic endeavors reveals the scholarly activity of expanding the law to be a mixed bag: both high art, crucial to the path of the law, but also low theatricality, more likely to create than alleviate legal snags. 
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