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		Social technologies such as chat, smart speakers, and personal robots highlight the growing concern and nuance around the safety and privacy of vulnerable populations in mediated environments. In this paper, we first critique the way law treats vulnerability as binary or status based. Next, drawing from various phenomena and literature such as dark patterns, digital market manipulation, and computers as social actors, we develop a theory of socio-digital vulnerability. Socio-digital vulnerability refers to the susceptibility of individuals and groups within mediated environments to decisional, social, or constitutive interference. Finally, we suggest policy frameworks to address socio-digital vulnerability that specifically address power imbalance rather than merely remediate harm. 
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