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		Abstract

		Albeit the object of compelling criticisms in recent decades, international organizations continue to occupy a very central place in the practical, conceptual, cognitive, imaginary, and emotional universe of international lawyers. This article argues that the resilient centrality of international organizations in international legal thought and practice is the manifestation of international lawyersâ€™ love for such institutions. This articleâ€™s main aim is to provide an account of the drivers that inform international lawyersâ€™ love for international organizations with a view to elucidating what lies behind the centrality of international organizations in international legal thought and practice. Among the drivers of international lawyersâ€™ love for international organizations, attention is paid to the representations of international organizations as taking care of people, as showing where to look for power, as knowing so much, as romanticizing history, as providing a shared standard of experience, as textualizing the universe, as providing and organizing space for discontent, as expanding international lawyersâ€™ field of study, and as holding many secrets. 
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