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		Abstract

		This chapter introduces the book entitled ‘After Meaning. The Sovereignty of Forms in International Law’. This book provides a radical challenge to the way in which international law is thought and practised. It asserts that the words and texts of international law, as forms, never carry or deliver meaning but, instead, perpetually defer meaning and ensure it is nowhere found within international legal discourse. To put it differently, this book shows that meaning is nowhere to be found and is always absent from the forms of the international legal discourse because it is constantly deferred by them. The absence of meaning from the forms of the international legal discourse bears important consequences. Indeed, the forms of the international legal discourse, finding neither their cause nor origin in any preceding meaning, do not need meaning to do what they do but only need other forms. Forms are accordingly the real sovereign of international legal thought and practice. This book is a venture into the sovereignty of forms and its implications for international legal thought and practice. 
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