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		The natural disasters of 2017-19 have exposed weaknesses in our preparation for disaster and climate change.  What if we had paid attention — before disaster ensued — to how environmental protection and planning can prevent and minimize the harm that disasters cause to people, their housing, and the infrastructure of our cities, states, and territories? Steps to inform the public about risks, to adopt protective measures, and to enforce health, safety and environmental standards could have minimized the human suffering and loss and minimized the economic costs associated with recovery.  This paper explores how such changes in various federal and state laws could make us more resilient. 
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