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		Abstract

		Vaccinations against life-threatening diseases are one of the greatest public health achievements in history.  Literally millions of deaths have been prevented, and manifold more saved from disfiguring illness.  While vaccinations carry inevitable risks, the medical, social and economic benefits attained have led all 50 states to enact compulsory childhood vaccination laws to stop the spread of preventable diseases.  Today however, vaccines are becoming a victim of their success - many individuals have never witnessed the debilitating diseases that they protect against, allowing complacency to build towards immunization requirements.  Antivaccination sentiment is growing fast in the United States, in large part due to the controversial and hotly disputed link between immunizations and autism.  The internet worsens fears regarding vaccination safety, as at least a dozen websites publish alarming information about the risks of vaccines.  Increasing numbers of parents are refusing immunizations for their children and seeking legally sanctioned exemptions instead, apparently fearing vaccines more than the underlying diseases that they protect against.  A variety of factors are at play: religious and philosophical beliefs, freedom and individualism, misinformation about risk, and overperception of risk.  

State legislatures and health departments thus face a difficult challenge: the need to respect individual rights and freedoms while also safeguarding the public welfare.  Nearly all states now allow vaccination exemptions for religious reasons and a growing number provide "philosophical" opt-outs as well.  However, in all but a handful of jurisdictions, neither objection is seriously documented or verified.  Often, the law requires a parent to do no more than simply check a box indicating she does not wish her child to receive vaccinations.  The problem is exacerbated by financial incentives schools have to encourage students to opt out of vaccinations.  The rise in parents opting out has caused the AMA grave concern, with many experts decrying the rise of so-called "exemptions of convenience."  In some areas, nearly 1 out of 5 children have not received their recommended vaccines.  The consequences are serious not only for those unprotected children, but for the rest of society as well.  "Herd immunity" is threatened as more and more parents free ride off of the community's dwindling immunity, and outbreaks of diseases thought to have been conquered have already occurred.  Lawsuits against vaccine manufacturers threaten them with bankruptcy, costs are being externalized onto our healthcare and legal system, and vulnerable populations are suffering harm and occasionally death.  In the interests of social welfare, state legislatures and health departments should consider methods to ensure that the exemption process is carefully tailored to prevent check-the-box opt-outs of convenience, while still allowing exemptions for those with earnest and informed convictions or medical reasons. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: vaccine, free rider, vaccinations, immunization, exemption

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: A10, G38, I10, I18, D62, D7, D70, D71, D81, H41

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	

























    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Calandrillo,  Steve, Vanishing Vaccinations: Why Are So Many Americans Opting Out of Vaccinating Their Children?. University of Michigan Journal of Law Reform, Vol. 37, No. 2, pp. 353-440 (2004),  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=692903
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Steve Calandrillo (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of Washington - School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					William H. Gates Hall
Box 353020
Seattle, WA  98195-3020
United States
206-685-2403 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: https://www.law.washington.edu/directory/profile.aspx?ID=123
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    2,734

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   25,052

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    9,007

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       56 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Family & Children's Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Family & Children's Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              884

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,842

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jane M. Spinak at Columbia Law School, June Carbone at University of Minnesota - Twin Cities - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Care Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Care Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              735

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,187

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Erin C. Fuse Brown at Georgia State University College of Law , Jaime S. King at Faculty of Law, The University of Auckland

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Health Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              617

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,251

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Social & Personality Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Social & Personality Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              146

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           17,914

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Public Health eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Health eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               90

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,269

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Infectious Diseases eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Infectious Diseases eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               68

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,549

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Health Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Health Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               60

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,396

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Nursing Care eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Nursing Care eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               38

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,718

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.079 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

