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		Abstract

		Using a recent book chronicling the final illness of Chief Justice Rehnquist as a point of departure, this essay explores an overlooked aspect of the recent debates concerning proposals to modify the institutional architecture of the Supreme Court and the Justicesâ€™ terms of service.  Our piece bridges two strands of that debate.  One subset of the literature has explored the phenomenon of lifetime tenure enabling Justices to continue to serve beyond their ability to do so, while another has examined the implications of and concerns arising from the wide range of administrative responsibility that has accrued to the Chief Justice.  Our research reveals that Chief Justices are more likely to die in office than Associate Justices.  This in turn suggests that there is a greater potential for a Chief Justice to continue to serve despite an inability to do the job (as was unquestionably true during much of Chief Justice Rehnquistâ€™s final term on the Court).  This may be a product of an added allure arising from the vast array of the Chief Justiceâ€™s administrative responsibilities, or, perhaps more likely, of the lack of anyone with formal responsibility to nudge a Chief Justice toward retirement.  Either way, our examination of the history of Chief Justices â€œat the endâ€� provides further support for many of the proposed reforms. 
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