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		The idea of the autonomy of international organizations classically reflects the political independence of the organization when it comes to making its own decisions.  Autonomy as political independence essentially touches upon the multifold relationships â€“ e.g. of control, subordination, partnership â€“ existing between the organization and Member States. An account of autonomy restricted to the political independence of the organization would certainly be too narrow, however. Indeed, autonomy can also refer to the institutional independence of the organization; that is, the degree of impermeability of the organization to external institutional interferences.  This aspect of autonomy begs the question of the extent to which international organizations constitute a legal order distinct from the general international legal order.   

This paper submits that the centrality of the idea of the autonomy of international organizations, either as political independence or institutional independence, should not lead to a conception of autonomy as a monolithic and one-dimensional concept. This chapter starts by showing some of the multiple facets of each of these two dimensions of autonomy before turning to the various purposes which the idea of the autonomy has served in the discourse of international legal scholars and which explain why international legal scholars are so amenable to a one-dimensional conception of autonomy, whether as political or institutional independence. 
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